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European Space Agency

Call for media: Mars500, welcome back to Earth

10 October 2011

ESA PR 27 2011 Since June last year, the six
crewmembers of a simulated mission to Mars have
been isolated in a special facility near Moscow. They
will ‘arrive back on Earth’ on 4 November and go
into quarantine for four days for medical checks.
Media are invited to meet the crew at a press
conference on 8 November in Moscow.

One-year-in-isolation photo Mars500 is the first full-duration simulation of a

human mission to Mars, in a space infrastructure
mock-up faithfully replicating almost all aspects of real spaceflight — except for
weightlessness, radiation and actual interplanetary spaceflight.

During the almost 1.5-year duration, the international crew comprising two
Europeans, three Russians and one Chinese have ‘flown’ to Mars, ‘landed’ on their
destination planet and made several spacewalks on the look-a-like martian terrain.
They have been faced with monotony, delayed communications and complete lack of
daylight in their windowless habitat

The crew consists of ESA-selected Diego Urbina
(Italian/Colombian) and Romain Charles (French); Sukhrob
Kamolov, Alexei Sitev and Alexandr Smoleevski from Russia; and
Wang Yue from China.

Authentic human endeavour

Before humankind will be able to travel beyond low Earth orbit in
the not-too-distant future, many challenges have to be met and

. Diego walking on
technical problems have to be solved. "Mars'

Apart from challenging vehicle technology, one of the biggest

unknowns is human behaviour, and how interactions between the crewmembers are
affected during a long stay in a confined space and under stress. This was the main
focus of the Mars500 experiment.

The crew has been conducting dozens of experiments, producing data that help
scientists, engineers and operators to evaluate what the space travellers of the
future will go through.

During the period, the crew performed as a unified and stable team. There were no
significant conflicts, and the difficult 'journey' was completed as a real crew would
conduct a live mission to Mars.

ESA is inviting together with Roscosmos and Russia’s Institute of Biomedical
Problems (IBMP) members of media to a press conference with the crew and to meet
scientists responsible for the experiment.

Accreditation for the press conference is obligatory. The deadline is 20 October.
Please note the Russian visa regulations if coming from other countries. For
accreditation, please enter name, media affiliation, Russian visa number, passport
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number and contact information at:
http://www.esa.int/esaCP/SEMOV1AU7TG_index_0.html

Date:

8 November 2011

Time:

11:00 registration of media

12:00 press conference starts

Detailed programme will be provided on 17 October
Address:

Will be announced 17 October

For more information, please contact:

Rosita Suenson

Communication Programme Officer for Human Spaceflight

Tel: +31 71 565 3009
Email: Rosita.Suenson@esa.int

* Mars500 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/index.html)

Mars500
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= Mars500 quick facts (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMGX9U889G_0.html)

= Mars500 crew (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMO4BU889G_0.html)

Partners
< Institute of Biomedical Problems (IBMP) (http://www.imbp.ru)

= Mars500 (IMBP) (http://mars500.imbp.ru/)

Mars500 Photos

Gallery 1: Before (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMY6MLZLAG_mg_1.html)

Gallery 2: Towards Mars (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEM3V7U889G_mg_1.html)

Gallery 3: Mars (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMJALUTLKG_mg_1.html)

Gallery 4: Return (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMACUISDNG_mg_1.html)

Mars500 Mission Diary

= Previous diary entries (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMCLKUTLKG_0.html)

= Diary #11 - 26.1.2011 (http://www.esa.int/esaHS/SEMCWCBE8JG_index_0.html)

- Diary #12 - 2.2.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMF8FY1LJG_0.html)
- Diary #13 - 10.2.2011 (http://www.esa.int/esaHS/SEMFEOMTRJG_index_0.html)

- Diary #14 - 1.3.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMGSIUTLKG_O.html)
< Diary #15 - 3.6.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMOKY58BOG_0.html)

- Diary #16 - 3.6.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEM8LY58BOG_0.html)
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Diary #17 - 17.8.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEM76FOTORG_0.html)

Mars500 Video Diary

= Previous diary videos (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMCLKUTLKG_O0.html)

= Video #10 - 12.1.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMAXA3UFLG_0.html)
= Video #11 - 14.2.2011 (nhttp://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMUKA3UFLG_O0.html)
= Video #12 - 21.3.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMZ7WE3TRG_0.html)
= Video #13 - 26.8.2011 (http://www.esa.int/esaHS/SEM2093UFLG_index_0.html)

= Video #14 - 1.9.2011 (http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Mars500/SEMU3SUTTRG_O0.html)

Online video

= ESA TV: One year inside (http://multimedia.esa.int/Videos/2011/05/Mars-500-one-year-inside)
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